1928.
The well was situated in the village of Dhanauti, near Sewan in Saran District. It had been under construction for some three months when the accident occurred. On approaching the well, one noticed a strong smell of sulphur, and gas was seen to be actively bubbling up from the water in the well. Post-mortem examination on the five bodies was conducted by Assistant Surgeon M. N. Pal of Sewan some 24 hours after death, and he came to the conclusion that death was due to suffocation from poisonous gases, and not drowning. In each case dark red fluid blood was found in the right side of the heart, cyanosis was present, and in die stomach coffeeground-like substance. In two of the bodies water was also present in the stomach, but death docs not appear to have been due to drowning.
An empty hydrogen peroxide bottle was lowered into the well in the hope that the gases present would displace the air in it; the bottle was left in situ for fifteen minutes, then drawn to the surface quickly and immediately sealed with the special air-tight stopper used for hydrogen peroxide bottles. A second similar bottle was filled with water from the well, and similarly sealed. These samples were sent to the Chemical Examiner at Calcutta.
Three coins?a silver rupee, a nickel one anna piece, and a copper pice?were placed in the bottom of a bucket of water drawn from the well for ten minutes. All three showed a black coating, evidently a sulphide.
These were also forwarded to the Chemical Examiner. 
